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indeed against their learning, but uone against their ortho- 
doxy. 


This therefore may seem another good argument to 
preve, that an exact aud careful stuly of the seriptures is 
not a sate and profitable study. It is a much sater, as well 
as A More Compendious way to make a man orthedox, to 
study the tradition of the chureh. 


But you will say, that to send vou from scripture to tra- 
dition is toturu yon out of paradise, the garden of God, 
into a vast. confused, bewildered wood ; and that this is so 
fur from mending the matter, that itis ten times more la- 
borious than the study I would dissuade you from; and 
so, I confess, itis. if all the ccclesiastical writers were to 
be carefully read, in order to know the catholic tradition. 
But that is not my meaning; the substance of catholic 
tradition lies in much less compass ; the established chureh, 
you will allow, is orthedox in all necessary points. Ii 
therefore you kuow the sense of the established church, 
you have in epitome the chureh catholic ; and therefore 
you need only stucy her opinions to make yon orthodox ; 
and this the most illiterate may may find in the liturgy and 
articles. This, | trust you will wlow, is as short a way, as 
could be wished, of knowing all that is necessary to be 
known. A very little time will serve a man to read, in 
his mother tougue, things which altogether would not fill a 
moderate volume ; and he will be orthodox enough, and 
have a great deal of time to spare for other studies, that 
will turn to more account. Besides that, it is of great ad- 
vantage to go in a way that is sate as wellas short ; and 
will lead you into the knowledge of all useful truths, 
without the hazard of falling into any dangerous opinion. 


Fourthly, But if you will insist that it & scripture and 
not tradition, that the faith is founded on; there is ove 
thing farther | must put you in mind of, which may seem 
to prove, that a proiound and labdorions study of the serip- 
tures will not make you at all more orthodox. It is @ fun- 
damental prmciple among protestauts, that whatever ts 
necessary to be believed, is ploinly aud clearly revealed in 
the scriptures ; and consequentiy what Is not plainly and 
clearly revealed in them, canuet be necessary. Now if 
What is plain and clear in scripture is the only part that is 
necessary to be known, then a iaborious search inte the 
oLec.irer parts may seem unnecessary to the obtaining a 
true orthodox faith. You willsay perhaps, that, notwith- 
standing this declaration of protestants, it may and has 
beeu urged against them by their adversaries, they do be- 
heve, and maintain as necessary, articles that cannot be 
proved by plam and clear passages of seripture. ‘This, I 
confess, has been urged, and may possibly be true of all 
parties of them, except the established church ; but, if it 
be, it proves only that they are not trre to their principle ; 
uot that the principle is not in itself true and good. And 
ne surely must be aliowed to be the best protestant, who 
adheres best to the principle on which the Retormation 
was founded. 


Fifthiz, Onee more; supposing the study of the serip- 
tures as necessary as you please; inthe last place, [ say, 
and fam sure the world will say it with me. that they 
jiave been sufficiently studied already. And, if any parts 
vematin still obsenre, whocan hope to clear up passezes 
that have puzzied so many great men? Or will presume 
in disputable points to set up his private judgment, against 


them that were men of more learning, of abler parts, of 


sreater application, and better acquainted with the tradi- 
sien of the church, than any one will now be allowed to 
be? And (which is the best guide in knewledge of reli- 
gion) they were moreover men of most exemplary piety, 
Mevotion, and humility ; virtues, of which very little foot- 
steps are to be found in the learned men of our times, 
Must not now aman bave a strong bent of mind indeed, 
who cannot, by all these reasons, be dissuaded from giving 
himself up toa study, that may by many be thought as 
wwprofitable as ot  luborigus *? but will go on, im defiance 


aa T y 
INQUIRER. 
of all that has been said to convince him that he wastes 
himself in vain, and that there will be no fruits df all his 
labor, but to know he knows nothing? I call that nothing, 
which will turn to no account. 


Put, to show you J am disposed to make all possible con- 
cessions, | will grant that even this objection might be got 
over, were this the worst of it; but] have one argument 
still in reserve, that | am persuaded will be decisive, 

(To be continued.) 
= 
Krom the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


(LETTER 2.) 


Bellingham, » 1823. 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Dean BreTruren,—lIn my last I stated, that 1 should 
point out to you what | consider exceptiouable in your arti- 
cles of faith ; which I new proceed to do im as tendera 
manner as the nature of the subject will permit. I com- 
mence with the doctrine ef the ‘'nirx1Ty ; not, however, 
beeause | think, in itself considered, it is of any great im- 
portance ; but because I conscientiously think it is the 
fonudation on whichis built the seperstructure of vicarious 
alonement, the infinile evil of sin, total depravity, endless mis= 
erytand finally, all the absurdities of orthodoxy. knew ve- 
ry well that it isa hackneyed subject ; amd that all has bees 
said for and agaivst it. that learning, experience, and inge- 
uuity could invent. 1 know also that you have very little 
charity for Uniteriens as Christians ; and that rejecting 
the doctrine of the Trixrvy, will be sufficient, in your es- 
timation, to brand me, not ouly with heresy, but infidelity 
itself, J bkave not the vanity to think that my views res- 
pecting the doctrine in question, are infallibly correct ; but 
this | can say, they have been formed from a careful exam- 
ination ef the sacred writings ; and thatif the scriptures and 
my reason lead me astray, there is no remedy ; for] will 
suffer no man to think for me—I will believe nothing im- 
plicitly. 

I suppose all the arguments by which Trinitarians en- 
deavor to prove that Christ is Jehovah, are grounded on 
the three following propositions: 1. He is the Creator and 
preserver of the universe: 2. He is called God by the sa- 
cred writers: 3. He is the object of religions worship. 
The above propositions I shall notice in as brief a manner 
as possible, 1. He is the Creator,&c. Let me direct 
your attention to Proverbs viii. 22, to the 30th verse inclu- 
sive ; where Solomon personifies Wisdom, and makes it 
speak the following language : “The Lord possessed mein | 
the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was 
sei up from everlasting, from the beginning or ever the 
earth wae. When there were no depths, J} was brought 
forth ; when there were no fountains abounding with wa- 
ter. Before the mountains were settled ; befere the hills, 
was I brought forth. Whileas yet he had not made the 
earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part ef the dust of 
the world. When he prepared the heavens, | was there: 
when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: When 
he established the clouds above: when he strengthened 
the fountains of the deep: When he gave to the sea his 
decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment : 
when he appointed the foundations of the earth. Ther 
wes I by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily 
his delight, rejoicing always before tim.” Now turn to 
St. John’s Gospel i. 1,2,3,“In the beginning was the 
Word (or Logos, literally, Wisdom) and the Word (Wis- 
dom) was with God and the Word (Wisdom) was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were mace by him, (it, Wisdom) and without him (it, 
Wisdom) was not any thing mate that was made.” It will 
not be deniedihat the Rabbins and Greek Vhilosophers 








“used the term keogus to designate Wisdom ; and it cam 
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rmaase no diflerence with which it was original, as they used 
it in thesame sense. Now observe, Solomon makes Wis- 
dom say : “Ibe Lord possessed me in the beginning ;” and 
St. John says; “In the beginning was the Word” (Wis- 
dom.) Judge ye: Is it possible to avoid the conclusion 
that Solomon and St. Joha speak of the same thing; and 
that it is simply an attribute of the Deity of which they 
speak ; instead of being a 2d person in a TraniTy of Gods. 
The apoetie says, “In him (Christ) dwell all the fullness of 
the Godbeed bodily.” Wisdom being that attribute of 
the Deity by which he created and rules the universe, and 
by whieh the work of reconciliation was commenced, is 
going on, and will finally be consummated, is very properly 
ealled the fullness of the Gedhead ; and] cannot but thnk 
a mind destitute of prejudice or prepossessions, would im- 
mediately perceive that, Logos, Word, Wisdom and full- 
ness of the Godhead mean the same thing and are used to 
express that attribnte of the Deity by which he is directed 
im all his works. God created all things by the Logos it 
is true ; but must we inter from hence that the man Christ 
Jesus created all things’? certainly not; for he had no per- 
sonal existence till some thousand years after the worlds 
were made. An eternal principle dwelt in Christ, which 
St. John calls the word, aud which the apostle calls the 
fuiiness of the Godhead ; and itis, probably, to this prin- 
ciple that he himself alludes when he says, “It is not I that 
do the works ; but the Father that dwelleth in me, he do- 
eth the works.” I think it will appear obvious from the 
above remarks that God created the universe by Wisdom ; 
and that the man Christ Jesus had nothing to do with crea- 
tion ; and that he never existed Ull he was conceived by 
Mary. 

It is said that Christ is called God by the inspired 
writers. Much stress has been laid on Isaiah ix. 6, “* For 
unto us a child is bora,” &c. Ht is strange how any one, 
who had the least knowledge of the highly figurative lan- 
guage of the Orientals, 
rerse proved that Christ was the eternal Jehovah. If they 
had asked themeelves, who should be called the everlast- 
jug Father, the answer would have been obvious :—a child. 
Would the prophet have tsulted Jehovah by saying that 
he should be born, and by giving him the title of Prince, 
Counsellor, Woucdertul. Ac. and by calling hima CHinp? 
David says in the §2d Psaim; “I have said ye are gods ;” 
—anid Jesus says, “if they were called gods ;” and the 
apostle, “there are gods many and lords many, but unto 
us there is one God and one Lord Jesus Christ.”—Names 
do not alter things ; and whatever Christ night have been 
ealled, it is plain that “he was tempted in all pomts as we 
are :”? and that he was rgnorant of the time when Jerusa- 
Jem was to be-destroyed ; and that he aie and drank, slept 
aud awoke, lived and died like other men, with the ex- 
ce ption of error: cinle nol being found on his lips. Do 
vou think that Jehovah was tempted as we are? Did he 
ty Jehovah did not, and Je- 
sus Ciirist did, then J us Christ ts not Jehovah, whether 
he be calle dsoor wh Noses sail to the Jews, “A proph- 
et shall the Lord y: A raise up, like unto me.” [f 
Christ be Jehovah. how could Moses have the impudence 
to say he should be like him? Did he compare the Al- 
mizhty to himself? Does this look like the meekness of 
I think not. 

. It is said that Christ is the object of religious worship- 
Rei iigious worsuip does not consist in bodily exercise, nor im 
a mixture of awe and wonder; but ina spiritual commun- 

ion of asoul with its Maker; and ina subordimate senss, 
with other objects of its affection aud gratitude. We love, 
advure, or worship God supremely because he first loved us, 
and is the author of all our enjoyments ; ; and we may love 
Christ with the same love, but not in the same degree. We 
are commanded to love our neighbor ; but it is not idolatry 
to love him in a subordinate sense. Ii we do not love our 
brother whom we have seen ; how can we love God whom 
we Have notegem, We orght tg love Christ as (aeimmedi- 


eat. drink, sleep and aie ? 
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should have imagined that this! 
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ate author, under God, of our holy religion ; but Jehovah 
alone is Worthy of our supreme adoration. | have thus 
briefly noticed the three propositions on which are groun- 
ded the principal arguments tor the divinity of Christ ; and 
if others cannot sce as 1] do, 1 shall not condemm them as 
HERETICS. 

As to the third person in the Trainrry, if appears to me 
to be nothing more or less than Tru, and the operation 
of the Divine energy or power. ‘The latter seems to be 
meant in the Istof Gevesis where it is said that “the spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the waters ;” and in Lake 
i. 35, where it is said, “the Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee ;” but the former is generally meant. Trors being 
a holy principle is very properly denominated the Holy 
Spiri, or Spirit of God. St. John explains this subject 
and places it beyond a doubt. See his first general Epistle + 
iv. 1, 2, 3, “Beloved believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they be of God, (or God’s Spirits) because 
many false prophets are gone ont into the world. Hereby 
know we the spirit of God. FE:very spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God : And ev- 
ery spirit that contesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist 
whereof ye have heard that it should come : and even now 
is it in the world.” —Those who confessed that Jesus Christ 
had come in the flesh, were guided by the Truta, Horny 
Sprriv. or Spirit of Gon; and those who cenied it 
were not of God, but were lying spirits, spirits of darkness 
or antichrist. J have thus given you my views of the doc- 
trine of the Trintry, which doctrine I verily think one 
of the most palpable absurdities ever invented by priests 
or believed by rational beiugs. The nature of this coms 
munication would uot permit me to say more. It is a lit- 
tle over a year siuce | began to doubt its truth ; soon after 
which | read with care, Elder Hedding’s sermon on the 
divimty of Christ ; which was published by the request 
of the N. FE. Conference assembled at Bath, Me. 1822; and 
alihough f feel as much respect for his candor and abilities 
as | do for any man’s liviag ; and although | believe he has 
said all that cau be said to prove thatthe Son is equal tu 
the Father, and not only equal, but the Father himseli’; 
yet | must confess he has not removed my objections ty 
the Trinity. His sermon served to increase and confirm 
my dou/ts ; and | cannot think it can satisfy any candid 
inquirer alter TrutTe, whose mind is not blinded by early 
prejudices, "lhe doctrine of the ‘l’rinrry is acknowledged 
on all hands to be an incomprehensible mystery ; and it is 
certain Uiat it is contrary to every thing we see in nature, 
and ean ouly be supported by a few ambiguous texts 
of seripture, in opposition to a multitude that are plain 
and explicit. God is expressly ealled Love, Power, &c. 
aud by the same rule that wisdom is made a separate per- 
son, all his attributes might be ; and then we should have 
as many persons in the Godhead as the Deity has attri- 
butes. Moses said,“the Lord your God is one God,” bat 
if he had been a ‘Trinitarian, he would have said, the Lord 
your God, the Father, Son and holy Ghost, is one God, 
i cannet close without observing that you place too much 
emphasis on the word Trinity, for if a man will but be- 
lieve it in any form it will answer tie purpose, and take a- 
way the reproach of infidelity. [think [ shall be able in 
my next ta close my objection: lo your creed, 

\ ours in love, 
E. CASE. 


APHORISMS, 


The profane swearer sins for nothing, upon no tempta- 
tion, for no credit ; unless it be a crelit, not to be believed. 

It is bettor tor us that there should be difference of judg- 
ment, if we keep charity ; but it is most unmauly to quar- 
rel, because we diller. 

‘Though the speaker be a fool, the hearer should be % 
Wise malt 
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FOR THE UWATINEN. 

Atieberough, August 2th 1325. 
Mr. Eprrorn.—The following circumstance that lately 
occurred ja this viemity. not only shews the bitter sy rit 
vi persecution, but also the shameful abuse in which if is 
willing to indulge. An Universalist Minister received an 
invitation to preach ia this neighborhood on the fourth sah- 
bath of the present month, and Universalism beg a new 
thing in this place, much opposition was mantlested to hi 
preaching here, especially, on the part of what is eclied 
the Breewil! Baptists, and every posuble meas used to 

prevent the people from attending. 





A young lady, who boarded witha pious woman who! 


1s of the Freeeiil Reptist perstiasion, expressed a ce sire | 
? 


to go aud hear what the Universalist preacher had to sayv.i' 


but was peremptorily toll that if she weutto the Univer- 
gaiist meeting, she must seek another boarding place, for 
she would not board any person that would go to that} 
meet DS. —The voung lady, however, aitended meeting, 

thereby manifesting a determimation to he ar al ] judge tort 
herself in matters of religion, althangh at the expense of| 
being turned aut of doors. The pious lady remained trus 7 
to her word, and actually refused her adimissiou into the; 
house. 





Anciently, those who dared to reject ihe eveeds of men, 
and embrace the gospel were “turned out ef the Syna- 
fogue,”—at the present day they are turnet out of doors. 
—“Common sense how art thou lost in the thick cloud of 
bigotry, superstition and fanatacisin } !” 

B. & ae 
b pets 
FOR THE UQuinEr. 

“At Saugur-Island, formerly, mothers were seen casting 
their living offspring among a number of alligators, and 
standing togaze at these monsters quarreiling for their 
prey, beholding the writhing mmfant in the jaws of the sne- 


ine the hones, andi sucking Cre blood af the poor innocent ! 
What must be that suyerefition which can thus transform 
a being, whose dist‘ngiisting quality is tenderness, into a 
monster more UNNATURAL than the tiger prowling Uirough | 
the forest for its prey.”—-iVurd’s Letters, page 79. 

If human nature is folally depraved, this condict of the 
mother is perfectly Naruran. ff it ts wof/, dreadful indeed 
must be thet sperstition which can produce such efieet 
“Cana mother forget her enekiog child, rat ne s| 


ri1,7 
K i Sirolbiedl Vice 





have commpussion on the son of her womb "is a qnestic a 
which calls all the tender svimpathies of humana nature in-{ 
to.exertion. What mother, with this question before her. | 
does not answer in the negative—-while the tear of affee-!« 


tion trembles inhereye? What mother, whose cotter 
nature has net been Jed astray by the doetrine of devils! 
does not, in agony, strain the infaut to her heating bosons 4 
while the bare possifi'ity of thus negleetine her charere! 
disturbs not merely the tender sensibilities of her nature 
but her reason also. 


ror 


. 


| 

But what says the word of inspiralian—*yea, they muy 
forget, yet will I not forget thee.” Facts, dreadful as they 
are, prove, that pagan mothers do forget—that the veil of 


superstition has closed their eyes to the bonds of malernn 


duty ; and that a “deceived heart” hath turned them aside tva nit 


from the first, the ten lerest sympathies of our n: ture. 
has this unhallowed snverstition reached no further _4 
not mothers called Christians, been so iar under the }; 


+6. 





executioners of their own children—that, dyine while 
voung, they might eseane an efernity of misery ! Surely 
the ehosts of Mrs. Stone’s three children witness this « 7 


Ian 
re ad- 
ful Gelusioa, nor are they alone the victims of th: 


dlom-—ths 


{doctrige which claims the palm of orthodoxy, Happy in- 


ceed tt is Jor the community, that this system of doctrine 
almost universally “plays arouud the head but comes not te 
the heart,’ while euchare the dreadful consequences of a 
sincere belief in its truth. 

But why lament this superstition—are we not taught 
“that in a future state the elect will shout a loud amen to 
the sentence of iInexptessible and mterminable woe, which 
will be pronounced on the reprobate—to whoin by the in- 


county rehens: ble but vet irreprehensible decree of God, the 
entry jnte life is blocked up ? 


” 


‘These heathen mothers are 
only in advance of the perfection of the elect m christen- 
hey merely habituate themselves to these scenes of 


i miomnvendtry aiff rang, asa preperatory step to that species of 


verfection which hes m prospect before those who declare 
that parents and children—hushands and wives—ministers 
and people—and all the tenJerest relations in society shall 
be separated; and the benevolence of the christian heart be 
mnged for the diabolical feelings which are above expres- 
ed. is it not, my christian fellows, giving us a “sorry 
heaven, at an wareasonable price” May God in merey 
craal us wisdom to pull the beam from our own eve, that 

|we may see clearly to pull the mote from oar brothers eve, 

and before we send iissionaries to teach orhers hums: unity 
and religion, learn to practice “ihe precepts of Jesus.” 


MILO. 





mars 
that balefulfror and heresy, whi 
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SA’ re RDAY, Sept ember 20, 1823. 


nee 


I.NEELAND'S s Tass AMENT. Wel have examined a copy 
of this work in Greek and English on opposite columns, 
and ean recommend it as worthy of the attention not only 


of the curious and the eritieal scholar, but of the common 


lof al 


reader, ain Linguirers aftertruth. Mr. K. has avail- 
ed himself of the labours of mest of the learned men who 
have exerted themselves to correct the text and give an 
improved and accurate translation of the sacred scriptures, 
Ife has bestowed two years labour ov the work himself and 
made farther improvements. Where the translation dif. 
fers trom the commen version, it Is priated in italics 
so as to he distinguished. The alterations im many ver- 
ses are important as il respects the sense and even in rela- 
tion to doctrine. The price is reasonable, Mr. K. expecting 
oniy to remunerate himsell for his expences and making 
} 


no calenlation us to compensation for his own labours, — 


not al least from the present edition of the work.—We 
recommend it to the yu bic. 
S 
Forkes Cpinion of Orthodory. 
There it netting more ridiculous than for a man, 6: 
company ef men, to assume the title of orthodoxy to ther 


own set ©) Opinions, as tufallibility were annexed to 


their systems, and those were to be the standing meas- 


{ures of “Trudi to all the world: from whence they erect 


fo themselves a power to eensiure and condemn others for 
differmg at all from the tenets they have pitched npon. 
The consid ration human frailty ought to check this 
bet since it does net, but thal with a sort of a!low- 


Buttance it shows itself almost in all religious sovieties, the 
; playing the trick round sufSciently turns it into ridicme ; 


ri Se } -jior each society having an eqaal right to a good opinion o: 
ence of a false rel'gion, or rather priest craft, as to be the! themselves 


's,2 man by paccng bata river or a hill, loses 
that orthodoxy in one coipany, which puffed him up with 
such ree oem and insolence in another, and is there, with 
equal justice, himself expose: to the like censures of er- 
h he was eo forward to lay on others 
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athome. When it shall appear, that infall. bility is entail-: 


ed upon any one set of men of any denomination, or that, 


Truth is confined to any spot of grouud, the name. and 
use of Orthodexy, as it is now in fashion every where, 
will in that one place be reasonable. ‘Till then, this ri- 
diculous cant will be a foundation too weak to sustain that 
usurpation that is raised upon it.—Locke’s Second } iudi- 
Cation. 
bn 4 
From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


FALLACIOUSNESS OF HUMAN HOPES. 





are ready to say, he might have reformed the disorders of 
the state, or he might have converted many souls to nght- 
eousness, or he might have shed a benign and salutary in- 
fluence through every department of society, which his 
example or exertions could reach. 

Or it may be, that this young man, whose opening pros- 
pects appeared so bright, has fallen into habits of vice. 
He may have formed some unhappy connexions, or been 
placed in circumstances of peculiar temptation ; and he 
may have thrown off the restraints of a good education, 
and gradually become a scourge to the society in which he 
moves. Instead of realizing the hopes, which we had 





The world in which we live is a perpetual scene of 
ghange. Asa bright morniug is often succeeded by a dark 
and tempestuous day, so the most promising werldly pros- 


pects are liable t@ be suddenly clouded by the gloom and} 


cheerlessuess of affliction. But notwithstanding this truth 
is attested by the voice of universal experience, we still 
form our purposes and lay our plans with as much confi- 
dence, as if the calamities of life could never reach us. 
When we are young, we look forward to the period of 
maniiood, and form aniultitude of plans for more advan- 
eed his, withont hardly dreaming, that they may never be 
realized. "The man who has advanced to mature life, and 
even the grey headed veteran, whose life is near its end, 
practises the same delusion. But every thing teaches us 
how visionary are human expectatious. ‘This truth is 
proclaimed from a thousand scenes of worldly disappoint- 
ments, from the bed of disease, and the lips of the dying, 
and is inscribed in legible, gloomy characters over the gates 
of the grave. 

The hopes which men form with respect to the present 
life, are various and often very sanguine. Some of them 
relate to those things, which are in themselves desirable, 
while others pertain to ebjects and purposes, which are 
sinful and dangerous. Some of them are altogether un- 
reasonable in themselves, and are contradicted by univer- 
sal experience, while others seem to be warranted in some 
degree, by the order of providence. It is natural that we 
should hope tor the enjoyment of health, for the affection 
of friends, for an exemption from adversity, for a comfort- 
able share of the bounties of providence, for long life, and 
for a serene and tranquil old age. [t is natural for the 
good man te hope to be useful; to have his lot so arranged 
by providence, that he may be instrumenial in doing the 
sreatest good to his fellow men; to see virtue and piety 
flourishing around him, and the church growing in numbers 
and purity. But how often are all these hopes suddenly, 
and to the eye of man, prematurely blasted. Low often 
are the hopes of the robust and vigorous man destroyed 
bv sickness; the hopes of the man, whose heart is set up- 
on the world, destroyed by the sudden or gradual inroads 
of poverty ; the hopes of the man, who was surrounded 
by a family whom he loved, destroyed by death ; the hopes 
of the christian, whose affections are all given to the ser- 
vice of his God, destroyed by the general prevalence of 
vice and irreligion. And these hopes are often blighted 
suddenly and with little premonition. The brightest sun 
of worldly prosperity that ever shone, niay in one sad 
hour disappear from our view, and with respect to ws, may 
hide itself forever amidst the clouds und tempests of af- 
fliction. 

We have seen the young man of promise coming forward 
into life, under circumstances peculiarly auspicious. He 
is blest with an ingenuous temper, with an aetive mind, 
end a benevolent heart. His friends and the community 
look forward to the day, when he will be actively enga- 
ved in doing good, and will be hailed as the ornament and 
pride of some useful profession. But before he has com- 
menced his career, and while the eyes of all are fixed up- 
on him in anxious expectation, he sickens and dies. His 
ewn bright hopes are blasted ; his friends and the public 
mingle their tears at the commgn loss. 





formed, and of seeing the world benefitted by his exam- 


i ple and influence, we shrink from his company, and guard 


onr children from it, as we would from a deadly contagion. 
\ifow many hopes were centred in this promising youth, 
and hew many hearts bleed on account of his miserable 
end. 


You are a hushand, or a wife, and hare set ont in the 
world with the fairest prospects of domestic enjoymeuts. 
Your hearts have been bound together by a tie, the 
strength and tenderness of which you had never realized, 
till you had been taught it by experience. You had torm- 
ed a thousand plans, m which you were inutnally interes- 
ted, and had looked forward with joyful and nnguine hope 
to their consummation, But the experience of a few 
months, or years perhaps, has proved ali this a delusion. 
A most disastrous ehange, in the very morning of, domestie 
life, has broken up all your plans, and disappointed all 
your hopes. If you area husband, you may have seen 
your wife sink into the grave, and leave you in solitude 
and grief; orif you are a wife, you may have watched 
around the dying bed of your hushand, may have wiped 
trom his face the cold damps of death, may have received 
his last look, or heard him falter out his last expression of 
tenderness on this side of eternity ; and you may be left 
with a little group of helpless orphans, in whom you can 
trace the image of their departed father, and whose hap- 
piness and usefulness in hie, under God, seemed greatly to 
depend upon a father’s care. Oh what a destruction of 
fond end mteresting hopes is here! Well may the weep- 
ing husband or wile look upto God from such a scene of 
desolation, and exclaim,“ Thou destroyest the hope of 
man.” 


You are a father, or a mother, and have watched the lit- 
tle object of your affection with the strongest feclings of 
parental tenderness. It has insensibly entwined itself with 
all your affections, and purposes, and hopes. Yon become 
interested in its little sports ; you look forward to the time 
when it shall reach the maturity of life, and perhaps be 
the staff of your declining years. Ithad hardly occurred 
to you, that it was a tender shoot, which one untimely 
frost might blast forever. But what has experience taught 
you? Ithas proved, that all these fond expectations were 
visionary ; and that this blessing, which ‘you valued so 
much, was held by a thread so brittle, that 1t could hardly 
withstand the pressure of an atom. In an unexpected 
hour, you have seen it falling under the power oi disease, 
and perhaps even before your fears were awake, it has 
been still and lifeless in the arms of death. Is not here, 
too, a destruction of interesting hopes? Let the bleeding 
heart of the mother, and the agonized bosom of the fath- 
er, return and answer. 

Qne reflection, which is very obviously suggested by thea 
preceding remarks, is, that we should Jearn to recog:ise the 
hand of Gol im the destruetion of onr hopes. Beeause 
sickness, and death, and afilictions, for the most part hap- 
pen according toa common law of providence, we are too 
much inclined to overlook the direction and agenev of God 
altogether. But such conduct is totally inconsistent with 
aright use of afflictions, 


I need not tell the Christion, that there is no other ref- 





fad he lived, they | uge amidst the dark and disastrous scenes of life, but re 
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the providence and faithfulness of God. You may well 
afford to see your worldly plans defeated, and your world- 
ly hopes blasted, if you can exercise the confidence of 2 
child im the zoverument of God, and can teel an assttranee, 
that you shail know the reasons of all his mysterious dis- 
pensations at last. 

: eres 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


HLELL. 


As it is contended, by religious people in general, that a 
‘firm belief in a place ora state, in the future world, of the 
most excruciating torment, called ILELL, is absolutely ne- 
cessary, not only to constitute one a christian, buat to form an 
acceptable character for piety and sound morals, fam de- 
sirons of suggesting some queries respecting what will con- 
stitute this torment.—It is true, that a vague, superstitious 
notion of some horrible sufferings may create a momenta- 
ry gloom in the mind; but in all cases where real mora} 
principles are concerned, it seems clear, to me, that some 
definite ideas should, in a distinct rane, 5 occupy the uy- 
derstanding. Brutes may be frightened by strange »ppear- 
ances, and by such means we can drive them in a violent, 
but not in an orderly manner from ua, precipitately ; but 
by such means we never attempt to induce them to come 
to us. ‘This remark is designed to lead the mind to real- 
ize that our object to be accomplished should be distinetly 
understood, and then that the means by which our end is 
to be effected, should be compatible with such an object. 


All christian people agree that real christianity is love 
to our Creator, faith im Christ, hope in eternal life, and 
good will toallmen. Now there secms to exist an insur- 
taountable difficulty in understanding how a_ belief, that 
our Father in heaven has ordained such dreadful sufferings, 
in the invisible world, for his rational offspring, should in- 
duce us to love him, believe Christ, hope in eternal life, 
and to love mankind. But this diffienity is not the subject 
of our present queries. 
is, what is it which constitutes this indiscribable sufferin., 
which people eall HELL? 

No doubt there are twoanswers to this question; for 
some believe that HELL is a place of literal fire and 
brimstone, where the wicked will suffer, soul and body, by 
being burned in perpetual flames. Others think that the 
scripture language, where fire and brimstone are named. 
should be understood figuratively, and to signify the com- 
punctions of an acersing conscience, 


Let us now inguire after the rationality of these answers. 
If HELL be literal fire and brimstone how can that tor- 
ment unless it canconsume? And if it consumes. its tor- 
ments willsoon come toanend! Here then we obtain uo 
distinct idea. If we allow the other notion, {hen the ques- 
tiou occurs, how can compunctions of conscience become 
so very intolerable? It is said that the wicked in HELL 
will hate God, will blaspheme his nayne, will hate all cood- 
ness, Xe. &c. How then is it possible that conscience 
should so shockingly accuse and iorment 2? This is certain - 
ly absurd! ~The accusations of conscience give no mental 
trouble without producing a deiestation of wronz ; and 
this can never exceed the regard which the heart feels to- 
wards the law of right, whic has been violated. 

If some one, who can, will explain these matters. and 
pomt out this HELL so that -e cau have some distinct 
idea of its nature aud its great utility, he will oblige 

H. B. 


From the same. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 
fo be commilled to memory by the believers in endless torment. 


What we are now ® pursuit of 


loin Mary. 


— 
on its altar hoary age, and innocent youth, the virtuous 
man and innocent female ? 

“ins. The pious believers in endless torture. 

Quest. Who traversed a considerable part of Africa and 
Asia, and even some parts of Europe, spreading death and 
desolation in their way, iu order to propagate their reli- 
ion : 

Ans. The Mahometan believers in endless misery. 

Quest. Who destroyed the livesof millions and millions 
of the innoeent natives of the West-India Islands, and 
South America; and tore from their homes, tender connat- 
ural friends, millions and millions more of the unoffendmg 
sons and daughters of unfortunate Africa, and doomed 
them to wear the chains of an ignominious slavery for life ? 

ins. The Christian believers in a death that never dies !! 

Quest. Who beheaded the unfortunate Charles, king of 
England; and Mary, queen of Scots ? 

ins. The pious protestant believers in an endless hell. 

Quest. Who murdered the uniortunate french monarch: 
Louis xvi ? 

“Ins. The believers in no religion. 

Quest. Which is the worst, no religion or the doctrine olf 
endless torture ? 

Ans. The doctrine of endless torture. 

Quest. Who have laid cities in ashes, countries in waste, 
and dyed the ocean with blood, and covered the mountains 
and vallies of the four quarters of the globe with human 
zore, filling the earth with violence ? 

Ans. The believers in unlimited torture. 


Quest. Who now say that the doctrine, which teaches 
the final “restoration,” and “reconciliation of all things to 
God.” is the doctrine of the devil; and that those who 
preach it, are the devil’s agents, aud “speak” all manner of 
evil against them “falsely °° 

eins. ‘The modern Christian, pious, charitable believerg 
in enitless torment, who compass sea and land to make prose 
elytes. LL. &. 


From the (.N. Y.) Gospel Uerald. 


ANECDOTE. 
The Soldicr and the Firzin Mary, 


During the Peninsular war,a strong detachment from 
the French army occupied ove of the principal cities in the 
inferior of Spain. ‘The Spaniards have long been celebra- 
ted for their blind and superstitious adoration of the Vir- 
The tihabitants of this place, in particular, 
were noted for their many statues, dedicated to her tm all 
theirehurches. ‘The cathedral exceeded all others im the 
size of the inage, the splendor of the robes, the jewels and 
precious stones, the velive offerings of misguided zeal. 
Every part of the image was siudded with diamonds and 
adorned with gold. A French soldier was neted for his 
devotions, his constant aad unremitting attention at the 
earliest and latest masa. He was one day acc‘dentally left 
alone in Ube chucch, after the first mass had concluded, by 
the priest and sexton. He immediately seized the oppor- 
tunity of converting the jewels of the sacred naage to his 
own use, and so completely did he strip her, that when the 
monks returned they found her hands and feet broken off, 
her eyes Guz out, and not the value of a single sous left. 
‘This horrid and impious sacrilege aroused all the ven- 
geance of the offended church. Immense rewards were 
offered, and every means were used to discover the offender. 
They at leagth succeeded in proving that this soldier was 
the only person who had committed the crime. A depu- 
tation immediately waited upon the commauder in chiet, 
requesting this culprit to be delivered over to the secular 
power. General N——, who was one of the illuminati of 
France, and possessed of liberal principles, refused to de- 
liver this man to an enraged rabble, who would undoubt- 
edly put him to death without the shadow of atrial. He 





Quest. Who erected the holy Inquisition, aud sacrificed 


replied, ihtat he would try the epldige by a mujitary qu. 
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ecclesiastica! tribunal, would decide the cause himeelf, and 
if he was proved guilty, he would then, without hesita- 
tion, surrender him ; and appointed the next week for the 
hearing of the cause. This proceeding was by no means 
pleasant to the irritated Catholics, but they had no remedy 
but patience. On the appointed day, all the clergy of the 
sity. and every adje sent place assembled in crowds, the 
court was filled with monks, friars, priests, bishops, arch- 
bishops, and even the Pope’s legate, who happened to be 
there at the time, appeared among the ecclesiastics. ‘The 
populace, also, eager to witness the punishment of so au- 
dacious a heretic, and ready to sacrifice him, surrounded 
the place incrowds. But the General had taken the pre- 
eaution to surround himself and the prisoner with a strong 
detachment. A reverend priest addressed the court, and 
descanted at large upon the enormity of the offence ; he 
represénted to them the holy mother of God as insulted, ill- 
treated, and sacrilegiously violated; and finally wound 
them up to the highest pitch of fury against the devoted of- 
feuder. His oration was received by the bigoted enthusi- 
asts with thunders of applause, and imprecations of ven- 
geauce ; already they saw him tied to the stake and expir- 
ing in tortures at an Julo da fe. But the judge, cool, col- 
lected, and temperate, turning round to the man, asked 
him, You have heard the charge, what is your defence : 
That I have taken the jewels and diamonds from the [oly 
Virgin’s Statue, | admit; but I positively deny that | rob- 
bed her of them. As. I was praying to her, aud begging 
her interporition in my behalf, asa poor and needy soklier, 
with a family of six children and nothing but my scanty 
pittance to support them, 1 suddenly heard a voice from 
the statue exclaim—* The Hloly Virgin has heard your 
prayers, she has seen your devotion, and pities your lot. 
‘Take these jewels and other ornaments which the piety of 
my worshippers have presented me with, and relieve your 
necessities. Lama, rif, and need them not, My faith- 
ful followers will soon replace them, and you will be res- 
cued from want and misery.” Astonished at this heaven- 
ly voice, and not daring to disobey it, | converted them to 
my own use, and blessed the friendly imterposition of our 
blessed Virgin. 


Abominable liar! audacieus wretch ! exclaimed the as- 
sembly. The judge ordered silence, and tuming to the 
priests of the cathedral, thus addressed them—Was any 
one present at this time? No one, repliedthey. Do you 
believe it possible, according to your articles of faith, that 
the Virzin has power to convey her will in an audible man- 
ner, aud to animate an image: ‘This was a question in- 
volving the miraculous power and sanctity of the Holy 
mother ; and to deny it, would at once overthrow her 
power and reduce her to the level of a mere mortal. They 
therefore, with some hesiiation, answered, that it was not 
enly possible, but had frequently happened. Then I de- 
eree, as the man swears that the Sacred Virgin gave these 
things to him, and you cannot disprove his assertion, that 
the man is hereby acquitted of the charge ; but, addres- 
siug himself to the soldier, if you hereafter accept any 
present, unless before witnesses, from any saint or apostle, 
éven if from the holy St. Paul himself, 1 will instantly 
hang you. 

W.d. 
SS 


BLESSED EFFECTS OF MISSIONARIES. 


The Philadelphia Religious Remembrancer contains an 
extract from a journal of @ missionary in India, giving an 
accouut of a“ mutiny of women against the missionaries.” 
It appears the women remonstrated with the king, against 
allowmg the missionaries to remain in the country, &e.— 
“Four of the principal women were put to death with the 
soldier's bayonets.” ‘The king of eourse, was thanked ! 
For the missionary says, “We thanked him for his gracious 
promises of regard and protection!” Is it the religion of 
Catvin, or ef Jesus, fuat wreduce: this bloodshed? fy the 





spirit of Christ had been there, we think, a different result 
would have happened. 

3 The same paper gives an account of Calyinism rainy 
ing from the clouds, as tollows : 

“{t was during the early part of Sept. 1822, that appear- 
ances in Westfield indicated a shower of grace. ‘l'‘here 
was indeed a sprinkling, and a few we hope, were saved, 
but the heavenly cloud passed along northwardly and stood 
over Southampton, raining righteousness upon that highly 
favoured people, and with such power that it was indeed 
a season when Zion’s gates were crowded with trembling 
and anxious, and rejoicing souls. The work continued in 
this place inits greatest power through the autumn and 
winter.” 

‘The moderns are certainly wonderful in description. 
We fear the cloud rained from beneath, instead of from 
ahove. The use made of natural things as figures, in the 
Scriptures, are inclusive of God’s purpose toward all, and 
not to a few bigoted sectarians.—Guspel Herald. 

es 
PRACTICAL HINT. 

I will take the liberty to recommend to your readers a, 
religious practice, which I adopted many years ago, and 
from which | have derived much comfort and edification. 
it need not consume any time, nor interrupt any business. 
—It is this ; every morning, I select a short passage from 
the word of God, and in one or two minutes commit it 
wellto memory. ‘This is my text for the day ; and when 
] am at leisure, I think of it, andas | always select a prac- 
tical text, ] always make the three following maquiries— 
what does it mean ? what duties does it enjoin? and how 
dol perform them? ‘The following is a specimen for one 
week. 

Sabbath morning. “GOD isa spirit, and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and truth.” Mon- 
day. “flehath shewed thee,O man, what is good , and 
what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to do 
justly, love merey, and walk humbly with thy God?” 
‘Tuesday. “If any man say he loveth God and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar.” Wednesday. “Love is the fulfil- 
ling of the law.” Thursday. “ Keepthy heart with all 
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.” Friday. 
“Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the 
children of God.” Saturday. “Be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think noi, the son of man cometh.” 

Liberal Recorder. 





GNASHING OF TEETH. 

When the apostles testified of Christ, and his salvation, 
unbelievers gnashed upon them with their teeth. And 
when their irretutadie arguments destroyec! the contradic- 
tory premises of their opponents, they attempted te 
achieve by tumultuous uproars, what they could not 
effect by arguments and common sense. This is the case 
inourday. Men who deal in misrepresentation and false- 
hood, infuse their spirit into their adherents, and gnashing 
of iecth, tumult and uproar is the consequence. 

Much us this spirit of discord and malevolence is to be 
lamented, (for it is the very spirit of the Devil.) it should 
never deter the belierer iu Christ from the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty. ‘The immediate disciples and apostles 
of our Saviour were  stoned—beaten—imprisoned—and, 
finally, put to death ! We, Heaven be praised, fare better. 
Our enemies only wish us evil,gnash upon us with their 
teeth,—and give vent totheir spirit by hard words, and 
occasionally, hoot and hiss a little. For this expression of 
kindness we really pity them. They must feel very disa- 
greeable, and sufler much from the fire which internally 
preys upon their vitals, and bursting, like a ro/eano, makes’ 
even their breath a tlame of Hell! 

They forcibly remind us of the ancient Pharisees, whe 
would not enter into tue Kingdom of Hieayen themselves, 
nor suffer others to go in, 

The candid men, whe is ia search ef trith, and possesses 
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NQUIRER. 








even in a small degree, a desire for his neighbours’ wialibaiac 
willalways make a proper distinction between soise und 
ergumeni.—between truii and misrepresentation. For our- 
selves, much as we lament this untoward and wicked spirit, 
We are determined to move steadily on. These things may 
cause difficuity, but they will not prove obstructions. 
Words are but wind—and our oppenents, with all their 
zeal, unless accompanied with knvwledge, will never effect 
auy thing but the pulling down of their own Babel. When 
we are assailed with stones, instead of hurd speeches, and, 
Instead of being threatened, are actually assanited with 
violence,—-when we are Lurned with material fire, then, 
and not till then, should we be justified in sheltering our- 
selves behind the rampart of inaction, and seeking safety 
in fear. Our opposers little think, that pity is the only 
emotion which their rage excites. Or, that we commiser- 
ate their suflerings. For we kuow that they cannot injure 
us ; and they know, that their malevolent exvressious and 
Wishes formenf them in their birth !—Gospel Herald. 
QUERE. 

The Scriptures represent the Devil as a destroyer, and 
pleased with misery. Is there not a very great similarity 
between the great adversary of man, aud those im our day, 
Who wax wrath at the idea of all men being saved, and 
meli into simpers and smiles, at the prospeet of their neigh- 
bour’s uuserv? Wemean no offence. But we are torci- 
bly struck with the Likeness.——ib. 

——2 +o 


DILD, 


At Berlin, on the 3ist ult. Mrs. Euntcr Hart, wife 
of Mr, Freedom Hart, in the 28th year of her age. By 
this death: her husband has lost an affectionate companion 
and wife, aad her connexions a dutiful child, and beloved 
sister. She has gone we trust to that home where all will 
meet to part no more. 


At Hardwick, (Ms.) on the 17th ult. Mrs. Lutrera 
CuTLEn, wife of Samuel F. Cutler, one daughter of Dan- 
iel Ruggles, Esq. ‘aged 25. Amuable, kind and equable, 
she united miost of the virtues that adorn the female char- 
acter, all of which were heightened and improved by 
sound and rational piety, the seat of which is the heart and 
the understanding—short as was her life, it has added an- 
other to the many examples of the happy influence of that 
faith in the goodness of God, which purifies the heart, 
chastens the affections and fills the sonl witha diffusive 
benevolence, which like a spring of living water, is a 
source of never failing joy in lite aud of hope and consola- 
tion in death. Although cut off in the morning of lite, and 
amids: the brightest prospects of a cloudless day, she mé¢t 
‘her fate, undismayed and with resignation, and tri umphed 
over the last enemy, by the sustaining influence of that 
hope, which an unshaken coufideuce in the illimitable 
goodness of God alone can inspire.—Communicated. 

NOTICE. 

{> The second Volume of the Religious Inquirer be- 
Ing nearly brought to a close, the agents for the paper are 
requested to collect and forward the money that remains 


due, and subscribers who are in arrears, where there are no 


agents, are requested immediately to forward payment. 


Jn complyiug with this request, agents aud subscribers will 


conier a favor on the publishers. 


NOTICE. 

All persons to whom proposals were sent for publishing 
Mr. Beliour’s work, are requested tu return them ioimeds- 
ately, to Mr. S. Ethridge the publisher, Charlestown, who 
inte ads puttin: rit tothe press uc cording to agreement.— 
Printers favorable to the work, wil cyaier a fayer, by giv- 
hug this mouce ap insextion. 





POETRY. 


SMLECTED. 














RULES FOR LONG LIFE. 
Tne following energetic lines are by Thomas Ran- 


delph, a poet who wrote with considerable repulaiom 


neur the beginuing of the seventeenth century, 
Take thou no care how to defer thy deuth, 
And ay more respite to this mortal breath. 
Would’s thou live long? the only means are these, 
Bove Galen’ s dict, or Hippocrates’ 
Strive to live well; tread in the upright ways; 
And rather count thy actions than thy days. 
Theu thou hast lived enough amongst us here, 
Tor every day well spent I count a year, 
Live well; and then, how soon soe’er thou die, 
Thou art of age to claim eternity. 
But he that outlives Nestor, and appears 
T’have past the date of grave Methuselah’s years, 
If he his life to sloth and sia doth give, 
I say he only was, he did not live. 





THE LIGHT-HOUSE 


The scene was more beautiful far to my eye, 
Than if day in its pride had array’d it, 
The land breeze blew mild, and the azure arch’d sky 
Look’d pure as the Spirit that made it : 
The murmur rose soft as [ silently gaz’d 
In the shadowy waves’ playful motion, 
From the dim distant hill, "tll the Light-house fixe 
blaz’d 
Like a star in the midst of the ocean. 


No longer the joy ef the sailor boy’s breast 
Was heard in his wildly breath’d numbers, 
The sea-bird had flown to her wave girdjed nest, 
The fisherman sunk to his slumbers : 
One moment | look’d from the hill’s gentle siope, 
All hush’d was the billows’ commotion, 
And tho't that the Light-house look’Ulovely as hope, 
That etar of life’s tremulous ocean. 


The time is long past, and the scene is afar, 
Yet when my head rests on its pillow, 

Will memory sometimes rekindle the star 
That blaz’d on the breast of the billow : 

In life’s closing hour, when tie trembling soul flies, 
Aud death stills the heart’s last emotion ; 

O then may the seraph of mercy arise, 

’ Like a star on eternity’s ocean. 














NEW PUBLICATION. 
Just received, and for sale at this Office. 


A NEW Edition of Griesbach, price three dollars. 
The Greek & English Testament, (2 vols.) price four 
dollurs. he New Testament; being the Lnglish only 
of the Greek and Engitsh Testament; translated from 
the original Greek according to Griesbach ; wpon the ba- 
sis of the 4th London edition of the improved Version, 
with an attempt to further 2 es from the transia- 
tions of Campbell, Wakefield, Se: arlett, Macknight, and 
Thompson.—By aBNEr KNEELAND, Minister of the First 
ludependent Chureh of Christ, called Universalist, ia Phil 
adelphia.—Price one dollar and fifty cents. 

—ALSO— 
BALLOU ON ATONEMENT, 
BALLOU’S NOTES ON THE PARABLES, 
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